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Abstract: China’s emergence as a leading player in Cameroon’s political and economic 

landscape represents a transformative shift with significant implications for the country’s 

development. This systematic review offers an in-depth analysis of China’s arrival in 

Cameroon, focusing on the incentives, mechanisms, and diverse manifestations of 

Chinese engagement. Drawing on a robust body of literature, the study reveals that 

China’s interests are largely driven by its quest for natural resources, strategic geopolitical 

positioning, and desires for economic expansion. The analysis highlights the various 

mechanisms through which China engages with Cameroon, including extensive 

infrastructure development, dynamic trade agreements, and substantial foreign direct 

investment. Moreover, the review explores the multifaceted impacts of China’s 

engagement, encompassing economic growth, political shifts, and societal transformation. 

It identifies significant contributions, such as improved infrastructure and enhanced 

regional integration, while also addressing critical challenges, including environmental 

degradation, economic dependency, and concerns surrounding governance and 

sovereignty. By balancing these positives and negatives, the study highlights a nuanced 

perspective on the Sino-Cameroonian relationship. The findings emphasise the 

importance of Cameroon adopting a strategic and forward-thinking approach in managing 

its partnership with China. This includes leveraging opportunities for development while 

addressing risks to ensure long-term sustainability and equitable growth. This study 

provides a comprehensive foundation for understanding the implications of China’s 

ascendancy in Cameroon and offers valuable insights for policymakers, academics and 

stakeholders engaged in Africa-China relations. 

Keywords: Chinese ascendancy, Sino-Cameroonian cooperation, Chinese investment, 

political landscape, economic landscape 
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Introduction 

China’s growing global presence in Africa is bringing big changes in the continent’s 

political and economic evolution. This engagement introduces new development 

opportunities while presenting challenges related to governance, the long-term 

sustainability of investments, and emerging geopolitical tensions. As Tsafack and Mfewou 

observe, China’s involvement in Africa reflects a dynamic shift in global power relations, 

with significant implications for the region (2025, 1177). Historically, Africa’s economic 

dependency on external powers rooted in the incomplete decolonisation processes of the 

Cold War has defined its interactions with global actors (Mankaa 2024, 91). Within this 

historical framework, China’s venture into African diplomacy began in the late 1950s, 

focusing on infrastructure development, retail, manufacturing, and natural resource 

extraction (Mankaa 2024, 91). These early connections laid the foundation for a 

relationship that has since grown into a cornerstone of Sino-African engagement. 

China’s ascent as a global economic powerhouse in the 21st century has increasingly 

drawn African nations, including Cameroon, into its sphere of influence. Cameroon’s 

strategic position in Central Africa, coupled with its economic potential, makes it a key 

partner for Chinese investment and cooperation. Since the 2000s, the Sino-Cameroonian 

partnership has deepened significantly, with a focus on infrastructure development, trade, 

and resource extraction. As Tsafack and Mfewou note, this period marked an acceleration 

of Chinese involvement in Cameroon, reflecting broader patterns of engagement across 

the African continent (2025, 1177). Such engagements highlight China’s dual approach: 

fostering economic integration and securing its strategic interests across Africa. 

Cameroon serves as a pivotal node in China’s broader geopolitical strategy within Central 

Africa. As one of the largest economies in the region, Cameroon offers China access to 

vital natural resources, emerging markets, and opportunities for regional integration. 

Brautigam explains that China’s partnerships in Africa are often structured around 

pragmatic economic and political goals, with Cameroon epitomising this model (2009). 

Additionally, Cameroon’s participation in China’s Belt and Road Initiative reinforces its role 

as a key partner in the expansion of China’s global influence. 

The growing partnership between China and Cameroon, characterised by Beijing’s non-

interference policy, has attracted widespread attention from African governments. This 

policy aligns with the desire of many African states to protect their sovereignty while 
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pursuing development opportunities. However, this relationship is not without controversy. 

Material interests and implementation challenges have sparked protests and raised 

concerns over land expropriations, biodiversity loss and rights violations. Reports from the 

International Trade Centre highlight the complexity of these interactions, as they balance 

infrastructure advancements with environmental and social costs (2020). Notwithstanding 

these challenges, large-scale projects such as roads, power plants, and bridges have 

significantly contributed to modernizing Cameroon and enhancing its regional connectivity 

(Tsafack and Mfewou 2025). 

This study employs a systematic review approach to analyse China’s ascendancy in 

Cameroon, focusing on the motivations, mechanisms and impacts of this engagement. By 

examining the political and economic dimensions of Sino-Cameroonian relations, the 

study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the partnership’s implications for 

Cameroon’s development and its broader significance within Central Africa. 

Methodology 

This study adopts a systematic review approach, a thorough and structured qualitative 

research methodology widely recognised for its reliability, transparency, and 

comprehensiveness. Systematic reviews are instrumental in consolidating knowledge by 

identifying, evaluating, and synthesising existing research on a particular subject. As 

Dixon-Woods et al. (2001) explain, this methodology provides a repeatable and structured 

framework for gathering insights, ensuring the validity of findings through a transparent 

process. For this research, the systematic review approach is particularly suited to 

exploring the multifaceted nature of China’s engagement in Cameroon, as it allows for the 

integration of diverse perspectives and the evaluation of complex themes. 

Systematic search strategy 

The systematic search strategy employed in this study was designed to identify relevant 

and credible literature on Sino-Cameroonian relations. A diverse range of reputable 

databases, including Google Scholar, Scopus, and the Web of Science, was utilised to 

conduct comprehensive searches. These databases were selected for their extensive 

coverage of academic journals, books and reports, offering access to both historical and 

contemporary perspectives on the topic. To ensure a focused yet thorough search, a 

series of key search terms was used, including “Sino-Cameroonian cooperation,” 

“Chinese investment in Cameroon,” and “Chinese go global policy.” These terms were 

chosen to reflect the central themes of the study, capturing a wide array of literature 
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related to China’s economic, political, and social interactions with Cameroon. The search 

results were meticulously screened to ensure the inclusion of high-quality and relevant 

sources. Through this process, thirty-five scholarly sources were identified and selected 

for the review. These sources include books, peer-reviewed journal articles, and credible 

reports, providing a broad and balanced representation of academic and policy-related 

perspectives. As Butler et al. (2016) emphasise, a systematic search strategy ensures 

that the evidence base is both comprehensive and representative, thereby enhancing the 

reliability and credibility of the findings. 

Data extraction and synthesis 

Following the identification of relevant sources, data were extracted using a standardized 

approach that focused on the key objectives of the study. This involved carefully 

examining each source to identify information related to China’s motivations, mechanisms 

of engagement, and the impacts of its involvement in Cameroon. The extracted data were 

then organised and synthesised using thematic analysis, a widely used qualitative 

synthesis method. Thematic analysis, as described by Thomas and Harden (2008), 

involves identifying, analysing, and interpreting recurring themes and patterns within 

qualitative data. This approach enabled the study to categorise insights into coherent 

themes, providing a structured narrative on China’s engagement in Cameroon. The 

process of thematic analysis involved repeated labelling and categorisation, ensuring that 

the findings were based on the data while capturing the important details of the subject. 

This method not only facilitated a deeper understanding of the topic but also ensured that 

the synthesis was both systematic and meaningful. 

Rationale for methodological choice 

The decision to adopt a systematic review approach was driven by its ability to provide a 

detailed and evidence-based exploration of complex research topics. As Barnett-Page 

and Thomas (2009) argue, systematic reviews enhance the validity of findings by 

employing transparent and structured processes. This approach is particularly effective 

for synthesising diverse perspectives and generating actionable insights, making it ideal 

for a study of this nature. Moreover, systematic reviews are uniquely suited for policy-

oriented research, as they consolidate available evidence to inform decision-making and 

strategy development. By integrating data from a wide range of sources, this methodology 

offers a holistic view of the research topic, ensuring that the analysis is both robust and 

comprehensive. This aligns with the objectives of this study, which seeks to understand 
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the motivations, mechanisms, and impacts of China’s engagement in Cameroon while 

providing insights for policymakers, scholars, and stakeholders. Dixon-Woods et al. 

(2001) further emphasise that systematic reviews are particularly valuable in qualitative 

research, as they allow for the reconciliation of diverse and sometimes conflicting 

evidence. For this study, the systematic review approach facilitated the synthesis of 

literature from multiple disciplines economics, political science, and sociology enabling a 

multidimensional analysis of Sino-Cameroonian relations. 

Methodological advantages 

In addition to its transparency and reliability, the systematic review approach offers several 

other advantages. It allows for the rigorous examination of existing research, ensuring that 

the findings are well-supported by evidence (Barnett-Page and Thomas 2009). The 

inclusion of thematic analysis enhances the depth and richness of the synthesis, enabling 

the study to identify underlying patterns and draw meaningful conclusions. Furthermore, 

the methodology’s structured nature reduces the risk of bias, ensuring that the review 

process remains objective and impartial. 

Findings/Results 

China’s Engagement in Cameroon  
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The term “China” is frequently employed in the literature on Sino-African relations; 

however, this term can be problematic due to its lack of uniformity (Taylor 2009, 3). 

China’s foreign policy is interconnected with the Communist Party of China’s domestic 

objective of preserving political and social stability while fostering economic development. 

The notion of “peaceful development” is employed to assure other nations regarding 

Beijing’s intentions (Taylor 2009, 4). African governments have been attracted to China’s 

expanding global economic influence and non-interference policy in Africa. However, 

material interests have presented challenges, resulting in protests and issues related to 

rights, biodiversity, and land seizures (Mankaa 2024, 92-93). In 1971, diplomatic relations 

between China and Cameroon were established. Nevertheless, these interactions were 

at best inconsequential due to China’s internal restructuring and emphasis on the United 

States and Europe (Tsafack and Mfewou, 2025). Throughout the Cold War, the United 

States and the Soviet Union were the two top global powers. Nevertheless, China has had 

tremendous engagements in Cameroon in the past two decades. This section examines 

China’s engagement through the motivations, mechanisms and impacts of Chinese 

involvement on Cameroon’s political economy.  
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Motivations for Chinese engagement in Cameroon 

China’s extensive engagement in Africa, particularly in Cameroon, is driven by a 

multifaceted set of objectives that include the pursuit of natural resources, economic 

growth, and strategic geopolitical positioning. Brautigam argues that China’s interactions 

with African nations are primarily motivated by the continent’s wealth of natural resources, 

which play a critical role in fuelling China’s domestic industries and sustaining its economic 

expansion (Brautigam 2009). Cameroon, with its abundance of minerals, timber, and other 

natural resources, emerges as a highly attractive destination for Chinese investment. 

These resources are essential not only for China’s industrial growth but also for enhancing 

its trade competitiveness on the global stage. 

In addition to economic interests, China’s strategic geopolitical positioning in Cameroon 

reflects broader ambitions to expand its influence in Central Africa. Taylor emphasises 

that China views Cameroon as a critical entry point for securing access to regional 

markets and strengthening its presence in African political and economic networks (Taylor 

2009). By embedding itself in Cameroon’s economy, China is able to establish a foothold 

in the region, thereby reinforcing its global influence and solidifying its role as a leading 

partner for development in Africa. 

Cameroon’s development potential further motivates China’s engagement. From 

infrastructure to healthcare and education, China’s investments are aimed at fostering 

economic growth and creating avenues for bilateral cooperation. For example, the 

development of infrastructure projects such as the Kribi Seaport highlights China’s 

emphasis on facilitating trade and improving connectivity within the region. Nfor highlights 

that projects of this nature are key to promoting Central Africa’s integration into the global 

economy while simultaneously advancing China’s economic interests (Nfor 2020). 

Beyond infrastructure, investments in sectors such as education and healthcare reflect 

China’s intent to support Cameroon’s social development, further strengthening its 

position as a reliable and strategic partner. 

Nevertheless, China’s engagement in Cameroon is not without criticism. Nola notes that 

China’s activities in the mining sector have led to concerns about exploitation, with local 

communities and workers often bearing the costs of these initiatives (Nola 2023). This 

dynamic has sparked debates over the extent to which Chinese investments truly benefit 

Cameroon’s economy and society. While the partnership presents significant 
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opportunities for development, it also raises questions about equity, sustainability, and the 

long-term implications of such engagements. 

By and large, China’s involvement in Cameroon is driven by a combination of strategic, 

economic, and cooperative motivations. This multidimensional approach highlights the 

complexity of Sino-Cameroonian relations, offering both opportunities for growth and 

challenges that demand careful navigation. 

Mechanisms of Chinese engagement in Cameroon 

China employs a variety of mechanisms to facilitate its engagement in Cameroon, 

including foreign direct investment (FDI), infrastructure development, and trade 

agreements. These mechanisms reflect China’s strategic commitment to strengthening 

bilateral relations while fostering economic growth and regional integration. Through these 

channels, China’s presence in Cameroon continues to expand, reshaping critical sectors 

of the economy and enabling development initiatives. 

Infrastructure development 

Infrastructure development has been a cornerstone of China’s engagement in Cameroon. 

These efforts are largely financed by China’s Export-Import (Exim) Bank, showcasing the 

critical role of Chinese financial institutions in supporting developmental projects (Mayers 

et al. 2019). Cameroon has greatly benefited from China’s investments in transportation, 

energy, and other key infrastructural areas. For example, China has invested significantly 

in the construction of roads, bridges, and ports, which facilitate trade and connectivity. 

One of the most notable projects is the Kribi Seaport, which has established Cameroon 

as a critical hub for regional trade, boosting economic activity within Central Africa. 

China’s involvement in the energy sector has also been transformative. The Memve’ele 

Hydroelectric Dam is one such example of infrastructure development that addresses 

energy needs while contributing to industrial growth. Additionally, China has been involved 

in constructing power transmission lines, enhancing Cameroon’s access to reliable energy 

(FDI in Cameroon, International Trade Portal 2025). Furthermore, China has established 

investment funds, such as the Silk Road Investment Fund (SRIF), which has committed 

$30 billion to finance projects in Cameroon across infrastructure, agriculture, and mining 

sectors (Ecofin Agency 2023). 

Despite these achievements, concerns about debt sustainability, social impacts, and 

environmental degradation have arisen. Critics highlight that heavy reliance on Chinese 

funding raises the risk of long-term debt dependency, while environmental advocates 
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caution against ecological damage caused by large-scale projects. Nevertheless, these 

investments have undoubtedly contributed to the advancement of Cameroon’s economy, 

laying the foundation for future growth and regional integration. 

FDI 

Foreign direct investment remains one of the most significant mechanisms through which 

China engages Cameroon. China ranks as one of the largest foreign investors in 

Cameroon, accounting for approximately 67% of all FDI inflows into the country 

(Cameroon Reaches New Economic Deal with China, n.d.). By 2021, annual FDI inflows 

to Cameroon reached $889 million, with China dominating investment figures. As of 2022, 

Cameroon’s FDI stock totaled approximately $6.44 billion, equivalent to 14.7% of the 

nation’s GDP (Foreign Direct Investment [FDI] in Cameroon International Trade Portal 

2025; Crédit Agricole Group 2025). 

Key sectors targeted by Chinese investments include mining, agriculture, and 

manufacturing. In mining, projects such as the Mbalam-Nabeba iron ore deposit and the 

Lobé iron ore deposit near Kribi illustrate China’s focus on resource extraction, which 

contributes both to local industrial development and China’s economic growth objectives 

(FDI in Cameroon, International Trade Portal 2025). Agriculture is another area of 

significant investment, with Chinese companies involved in agribusiness projects aimed 

at increasing productivity and export capacity. These initiatives have supported 

Cameroonian economic development, though concerns persist over the exploitation of 

natural resources and local labor. 

Chinese FDI has contributed to job creation, improved infrastructure, and economic 

diversification in Cameroon, reinforcing China’s role as a strategic partner in development. 

Trade agreements 

China and Cameroon have forged several trade agreements that aim to bolster economic 

cooperation and facilitate bilateral trade. The China-Cameroon Free Trade Agreement is 

central to this effort, offering preferential treatment to Chinese companies operating in 

Cameroon. These incentives include reduced tariffs and streamlined customs procedures 

designed to enhance investment and economic collaboration (Ecofin Agency 2023).  

Tax agreements play an equally crucial role in fostering cooperation. The China-

Cameroon Free Commerce Deal seeks to eliminate double taxation on income while 

combatting tax evasion, thereby creating a more favorable business environment for 

investors (Ecofin Agency 2023). Similarly, the Double Taxation Agreement has reduced 
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financial barriers, making bilateral trade more efficient and mutually beneficial (Ecofin 

Agency 2023). 

In 2017, Cameroon’s Minister of Economy, Planning, and Territorial Development, Louis 

Paul Motaze, and the Chinese Ambassador to Cameroon, Wei Wenhua, signed a trade 

facilitation agreement valued at $19.5 billion. This landmark agreement focused on 

improving Cameroon’s business environment and enhancing international trade relations 

(Cameroon Reaches New Economic Deal with China, n.d.-b). While China-Cameroon 

agreements dominate bilateral relations, Cameroon also benefits from broader 

frameworks such as the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) with the European Union 

and the Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS), which aims to eliminate 

tariffs on European products over a 15-year period (Cameroon Trade Hub, 2025). 

Nonetheless, challenges persist. Cameroon’s trade deficit with China continues to grow, 

with the country importing more goods from China than it exports. Efforts to increase 

Cameroonian exports to China remain a priority to balance this trade relationship and 

maximise mutual benefits (Khan and Baye 2008). 

Impacts of Chinese engagement in Cameroon 

The impacts of Chinese engagement in Cameroon are multifaceted, encompassing both 

positive and negative proportions. These impacts have sparked extensive debate among 

scholars, policymakers, and local communities. On one hand, proponents argue that 

Chinese investment has created jobs, stimulated economic growth and advanced 

infrastructure. On the other hand, critics claim that it has led to resource exploitation, 

increased debt burdens, and environmental degradation. This section uses a thematic 

analysis approach to group these impacts into two broad categories: positive impacts and 

negative impacts. 

Positive impacts 

China’s investments in infrastructure development, such as roads, bridges, and ports, 

have significantly improved Cameroon’s transportation network and improved regional 

trade. According to the World Bank, these developments have facilitated the movement 

of goods and services, contributing to economic integration within Central Africa (World 

Bank 2020). For example, flagship projects such as the Kribi Deep Sea Port and the 

development of transportation corridors have not only improved access to international 

markets but also reinforced Cameroon’s status as a logistics hub in the region. 
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Chinese investment and trade have contributed to economic growth, with Cameroon’s 

GDP increasing by an average of 4% per year between 2010 and 2019 (International 

Monetary Fund 2020). This sustained growth can be partially attributed to China’s role in 

funding and executing large-scale infrastructure projects, which have stimulated various 

sectors of the economy. Moreover, Cameroon’s construction industry has flourished due 

to Chinese involvement, with local contractors often benefitting from subcontracting 

opportunities on major projects. 

In the labor market, Chinese companies have created jobs for Cameroonians, addressing 

unemployment challenges in sectors such as construction, services, and manufacturing. 

The Cameroon Ministry of Economy, Planning, and Regional Development reports that 

Chinese investment has generated direct and indirect employment opportunities, 

positively impacted household incomes and reducing poverty in some regions (Cameroon 

Ministry of Economy, Planning and Regional Development 2020). 

Chinese investment in agriculture has also transformed this critical sector. Large-scale 

farming initiatives funded by Chinese firms have increased agricultural production, 

improving food security and export potential (African Development Bank 2020). For 

instance, Chinese agribusinesses have introduced modern farming techniques and 

provided essential equipment, enhancing productivity. However, these developments 

have not been uniformly beneficial, as discussed below. 

Negative impacts 

Despite the positive outcomes, China’s engagement in Cameroon has generated several 

challenges, including economic imbalances, debt dependency and environmental 

concerns. One prominent issue is Cameroon’s trade deficit with China, which has widened 

significantly over the years. Cameroon imports a substantial volume of goods from China, 

ranging from construction materials to consumer products, while struggling to increase 

exports. According to the Observatory of Economic Complexity, this trade imbalance 

undermines Cameroon’s economic resilience and poses long-term sustainability risks 

(Observatory of Economic Complexity 2020). 

China’s loans to Cameroon have also raised concerns about debt sustainability. As of 

2020, Cameroon owed China over $2.5 billion, accounting for a significant portion of the 

country’s external debt (China Africa Research Initiative 2020). Critics argue that reliance 

on Chinese financing limits Cameroon’s fiscal flexibility and increases its vulnerability to 

economic shocks. Additionally, some experts warn of potential “debt trap diplomacy,” 
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whereby excessive borrowing could lead to compromises in sovereignty or influence over 

national policy decisions. 

Environmental degradation is another critical issue associated with Chinese engagement 

in Cameroon. The exploitation of natural resources, particularly in the mining and logging 

sectors, has led to deforestation, habitat destruction, and pollution. Carmody highlights 

those unsustainable practices, such as over extraction of timber and unregulated mining, 

have had adverse ecological impacts, threatened biodiversity and disrupted local 

communities (Carmody 2013). Furthermore, the absence of strict environmental 

regulations has aggravated these challenges. 

The social and economic implications of China’s involvement in Cameroon’s mining sector 

have been widely debated. Nola describes this relationship as a “win-lose” dynamic, 

where China reaps substantial benefits while local communities bear the costs (Nola 

2023). For example, mining operations have displaced some communities, while others 

have faced issues such as poor working conditions and limited revenue sharing. These 

developments have sparked protests and raised questions about the equitable distribution 

of benefits from resource extraction. 

Cameroon’s reliance on Chinese financing has also raised broader concerns about 

sovereignty and governance. While Chinese investment has accelerated development, it 

has also created dependencies that could limit Cameroon’s ability to negotiate favorable 

terms in future partnerships. Scholars argue that Cameroon must carefully manage its 

relations with China to balance short-term gains with long-term stability. 

Dynamism in China’s ascendancy 

Cultural and social dynamics 

Chinese migration to Cameroon has grown significantly since the 1990s, with migrants 

engaging in various sectors such as trade, construction, and healthcare. This influx has 

introduced new cultural elements, including Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) clinics, 

Chinese cuisine, and business practices, which have become increasingly visible in urban 

centers like Douala and Yaoundé (Chinese People in Cameroon 2008). For instance, TCM 

clinics have gained popularity among Cameroonians for their affordability and perceived 

effectiveness, although they have also faced criticism from local medical professionals for 

lacking regulation (Chinese People in Cameroon 2008). 

The presence of Chinese businesses has also influenced local markets. Chinese 

merchants often sell affordable goods, making them accessible to a broader segment of 
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the population. However, this has led to tensions with local traders, who accuse Chinese 

vendors of unfair competition due to their ability to undercut prices. Additionally, Chinese 

migrants have introduced new culinary practices, such as the production of “Chinese 

doughnuts,” which have gained popularity in some regions (Chinese People in Cameroon 

2008). 

Despite these contributions, integration challenges persist. Language barriers remain a 

significant obstacle, as many Chinese migrants have limited proficiency in French, 

English, or local Cameroonian languages (Nordtveit, 2010). This has hindered social 

interaction and sometimes led to misunderstandings and disputes between Chinese 

migrants and local communities. Efforts to bridge these cultural gaps, such as language 

learning initiatives, could enhance mutual understanding and foster stronger relationships 

between the two groups. 

Public perceptions of Chinese influence in Cameroon 

Public perceptions of Chinese influence in Cameroon are diverse and often polarised. On 

one hand, many Cameroonians appreciate the economic opportunities and infrastructure 

development brought by Chinese investments. Projects such as the Kribi Deep Seaport 

and road construction have improved connectivity and created jobs, earning China a 

reputation as a reliable development partner (Rebol 2010). Additionally, the affordability 

of Chinese goods has been welcomed by consumers, particularly in low-income 

communities (Rebol 2010). 

On the other hand, concerns about the long-term implications of Chinese engagement 

have fueled skepticism. Critics argue that Chinese businesses often prioritize profits over 

local welfare, leading to issues such as environmental degradation, labor disputes, and 

the displacement of local industries (Beseka 2019). Instances of cultural 

misunderstandings and perceived discrimination have also strained relations, with some 

Cameroonians viewing Chinese migrants as exploitative rather than collaborative (Beseka 

2019). 

The media plays a significant role in shaping these perceptions. While Western media 

often portrays China’s presence in Africa negatively, emphasizing issues like debt 

dependency and resource exploitation, local narratives are more detailed. Surveys 

suggest that many Africans, including Cameroonians, hold generally positive views of 

China’s role in their countries, particularly in comparison to Western powers (An and Feng 

2022). However, these perceptions vary across different segments of society, with political 
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elites and businesspeople often expressing more favorable opinions than civil society 

organisations and labor unions (Rebol 2010). 

Influence on local customs and traditions 

China’s growing presence in Cameroon has introduced new cultural practices and 

traditions, creating opportunities for cooperation while also highlighting areas of cultural 

tension. One notable example is the establishment of Confucius Institutes in Cameroon, 

which promote Chinese language and culture (Nordtveit, 2010). These institutes have 

facilitated cultural exchange by offering Mandarin classes and organising events that 

showcase Chinese traditions, such as festivals and culinary exhibitions. While these 

initiatives have been welcomed by some Cameroonians as a way to broaden cultural 

horizons, others view them as a form of cultural dominance, raising concerns about the 

loss of local traditions. 

Chinese businesses have also influenced local customs through their operational 

practices (Khan and Baye 2008). For instance, the introduction of Chinese-style markets 

and retail outlets has reshaped consumer behavior, with Cameroonians increasingly 

purchasing affordable Chinese goods. However, this shift has sparked tensions with local 

traders, who often struggle to compete with the lower prices offered by Chinese vendors. 

Additionally, Chinese culinary practices, such as the preparation of traditional Chinese 

dishes, have gained popularity in urban areas, contributing to a blending of culinary 

traditions. 

Despite these positive exchanges, cultural clashes have emerged. Language barriers 

remain a significant challenge, as many Chinese migrants have limited proficiency in 

French, English, or local Cameroonian languages (Nordtveit 2010). This has hindered 

social integration and sometimes led to misunderstandings between Chinese migrants 

and local communities. Efforts to bridge these gaps, such as language learning programs 

and intercultural workshops, could foster greater mutual understanding and cooperation. 

Societal attitudes toward Chinese influence 

Public perceptions of Chinese influence in Cameroon are diverse and often divided. On 

one hand, many Cameroonians appreciate the economic opportunities and infrastructure 

development brought by Chinese investments. Projects such as the Kribi Deep Seaport 

and road construction have improved connectivity and created jobs, earning China a 

reputation as a reliable development partner (Rebol 2010). Additionally, the affordability 

of Chinese goods has been welcomed by consumers, particularly in low-income 

communities (Rebol 2010). 
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On the other hand, concerns about the long-term implications of Chinese engagement 

have fueled skepticism. Critics argue that Chinese businesses often prioritise profits over 

local welfare, leading to issues such as environmental degradation, labor disputes and 

the displacement of local industries (Beseka 2019). Instances of cultural 

misunderstandings and perceived discrimination have also strained relations, with some 

Cameroonians viewing Chinese migrants as exploitative rather than collaborative (Beseka 

2019). 

The media plays a significant role in shaping societal attitudes. While Western media often 

portrays China’s presence in Africa negatively, emphasising issues like debt dependency 

and resource exploitation, local narratives are more detailed. Surveys suggest that many 

Africans, including Cameroonians, hold generally positive views of China’s role in their 

countries, particularly in comparison to Western powers (An and Feng 2022). However, 

these perceptions vary across different segments of society, with political elites and 

businesspeople often expressing more favorable opinions than civil society organisations 

and labor unions (Rebol 2010). 

China’s engagement in Cameroon vs. Other African nations 

China’s engagement in Cameroon shares similarities with its broader approach to other 

African nations, yet it also exhibits unique characteristics shaped by Cameroon’s specific 

geopolitical and economic context. This comparative analysis explores the commonalities 

and differences in China’s strategies across the continent, focusing on key areas such as 

infrastructure development, FDI, trade agreements and socio-political dynamics. 

Infrastructure development 

In Cameroon, China has heavily invested in infrastructure projects, including the Kribi 

Deep Seaport, Memve’ele Hydroelectric Dam, and extensive road networks. These 

projects are financed primarily through loans from China’s Export-Import (Exim) Bank and 

are aimed at improving regional connectivity and boosting economic growth (Ecofin 

Agency 2023). Similarly, in countries like Ethiopia and Kenya, China has prioritized large-

scale infrastructure projects. For instance, the Addis Ababa-Djibouti Railway in Ethiopia 

and the Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) in Kenya are flagship projects under China’s Belt 

and Road Initiative (BRI). These projects aim to enhance trade routes and integrate 

African economies into global supply chains (Shinn and Eisenman 2023). 

However, while Cameroon’s projects focus on regional trade hubs, such as the Kribi 

Seaport, Ethiopia and Kenya’s projects emphasise transnational connectivity, linking 
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landlocked nations to coastal ports. This distinction highlights China’s tailored approach 

to addressing the specific needs of each country. 

FDI 

China’s FDI in Cameroon is concentrated in sectors such as mining, agriculture, and 

manufacturing. Projects like the Mbalam-Nabeba iron ore deposit illustrate China’s focus 

on resource extraction to fuel its industrial growth (Foreign Direct Investment [FDI] in 

Cameroon, International Trade Portal 2025). Similarly, in Zambia, China has invested 

heavily in the mining sector, particularly in copper extraction, which is critical for China’s 

electronics industry (Carmody 2013). In contrast, countries like South Africa and Nigeria 

have attracted Chinese FDI in diverse sectors, including telecommunications, retail, and 

finance. For example, Huawei’s operations in South Africa and investments in Nigeria’s 

oil and gas industry demonstrate China’s adaptability to the economic strengths of its 

partners (An and Feng 2022). This diversification contrasts with Cameroon’s more 

resource-focused FDI, reflecting the country’s economic structure and resource 

endowments. 

Trade agreements 

China’s trade agreements with Cameroon, such as the China-Cameroon Free Commerce 

Deal and the Double Taxation Agreement, aim to promote bilateral trade and reduce 

financial barriers (Ecofin Agency 2023). These agreements are similar to those signed 

with other African nations, such as Angola and Sudan, where China has established long-

term trade partnerships centred on oil exports (Shinn and Eisenman 2023). However, 

Cameroon’s trade relationship with China is characterised by a significant trade deficit, 

with the country importing more goods from China than it exports (Observatory of 

Economic Complexity 2020). This pattern is also observed in other African nations, such 

as Kenya and Tanzania, where Chinese imports dominate local markets. The challenge 

of balancing trade relations is a recurring theme in China’s engagement across the 

continent. 

Socio-political dynamics 

China’s non-interference policy is a cornerstone of its engagement in Cameroon and other 

African nations. This approach appeals to governments seeking development assistance 

without the conditionalities often imposed by Western donors (Taylor 2009). In Cameroon, 

this policy has facilitated strong political ties, exemplified by high-level visits and 

cooperation agreements (Rebol 2010). In countries like Zimbabwe and Sudan, China’s 

non-interference stance has been particularly significant, allowing it to maintain relations 
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with governments facing international criticism. However, this policy has also drawn 

criticism for enabling authoritarian regimes and overlooking human rights concerns 

(Carmody 2013). In contrast, countries like Ghana and Rwanda have leveraged Chinese 

partnerships to pursue governance reforms and sustainable development, demonstrating 

the varied outcomes of China’s engagement. 

Conclusion 

China’s ascendancy in Cameroon has significant implications for the country’s 

development course. While Chinese engagement has brought numerous political and 

economic benefits, it also has significant risks on the political economy of Cameroon. The 

systematic review examined the motivations, mechanisms, and impacts of Chinese 

engagement in Cameroon, revealing a complex and multifaceted relationship. The 

findings suggested that China’s engagement in Cameroon is driven by a desire to expand 

its economic influence in Africa, secure access to natural resources, and promote its own 

development model. However, the mechanisms of Chinese engagement, including foreign 

direct investment, infrastructure development, and trade agreements, have contributed to 

Cameroon’s political and economic development. The review also highlights the risks and 

challenges associated with Chinese engagement, including the undermining of local 

industries. To maximise the benefits of Chinese engagement while minimising the risks, 

Cameroon must adopt a more strategic approach to managing its relations with China. 

This includes negotiating more favorable trade agreements, promoting transparency 

Chinese investment projects, and strengthening its own institutional capacity to regulate 

and monitor Chinese engagement. The cultural and social dynamics of Chinese 

engagement in Cameroon reflect a complex interplay of opportunities and challenges. 

While Chinese migration and cultural exchange have introduced new practices and 

economic benefits, they have also highlighted the need for greater integration and mutual 

understanding. Public perceptions of Chinese influence remain divided, shaped by both 

the tangible benefits of development projects and the broader concerns about 

sustainability and equity. Addressing these issues will require collaborative efforts from 

both Chinese and Cameroonian stakeholders to foster a more inclusive and balanced 

partnership. Ultimately, the future of China-Cameroon relations will depend on the ability 

of both countries to navigate the complexities of their engagement and promote a more 

unbiased and transparent partnership.  The sociocultural impact of China’s presence in 

Cameroon reflects a complex relationship of cooperation and clashes. While cultural 
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exchange initiatives have introduced new practices and fostered mutual understanding, 

challenges such as language barriers and economic competition highlight the need for 

greater integration efforts. Public perceptions of Chinese influence remain divided, shaped 

by both the tangible benefits of development projects and broader concerns about 

sustainability and equity. Addressing these issues will require collaborative efforts from 

both Chinese and Cameroonian stakeholders to promote a more inclusive and balanced 

partnership. This systematic review was limited by the availability of data and literature on 

China’s engagement in Cameroon. 
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