Author Copyright Agreement
This Author Copyright Agreement (“Agreement”) is entered into by and between the author(s) (“Author”) and Africa Online & Publications Library (“AOPL”), with respect to the submission and publication of the Author’s work (“Work”) in an AOPL journal or publication.
By submitting the Work to AOPL, the Author agrees to the following terms:
1. Grant of License
The Author retains full copyright in the Work. However, the Author hereby grants AOPL a non-exclusive, irrevocable, worldwide license to:
· Publish, reproduce and distribute the Work in any format or medium
· Translate, archive and index the Work
· License the Work to third parties under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0)
2. Open Access and Licensing
The Author agrees that the Work will be published under the CC BY 4.0 license, which permits:
· Sharing — copying and redistributing the material in any medium or format
· Adapting — remixing, transforming, and building upon the material for any purpose, even commercially
· Attribution — users must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license and indicate if changes are made
3. Author Warranties
The Author represents and warrants that:
· The Work is original and has not been previously published or submitted elsewhere
· The Author has the full authority to enter into this Agreement
· The Work does not infringe upon any copyright, trademark, patent, or other proprietary rights
· All necessary permissions for third-party content (e.g., images, tables, data) have been obtained and documented
· The Work complies with our Editorial Policies and Plagiarism & Retraction Policy
4. Multiple Authors
If the Work has multiple authors, the submitting Author confirms that all co-authors:
· Have agreed to the submission and publication of the Work
· Have reviewed and approved the final version
· Authorise the submitting Author to act on their behalf in all matters related to this Agreement
5. Reuse and Distribution by the Author
The Author may:
· Share the published version of the Work on personal websites, institutional repositories, or academic networks
· Reuse the Work in future publications, presentations, or teaching materials, with proper citation
· Translate or adapt the Work, provided that the original publication in AOPL is acknowledged
6. Termination
This license is irrevocable once granted. However, we reserve the right to withdraw or retract the Work in accordance with its Plagiarism & Retraction Policy if ethical or legal concerns arise.
7. Governing Law
This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the Republic of Rwanda. Any disputes shall be resolved in the competent courts of Kigali, Rwanda.
8. Acceptance
By submitting the Work to AOPL, the Author acknowledges that they have read, understood, and agreed to the terms of this Agreement.
Author Name(s): ___________________________________________ 
Title of Work: ___________________________________________ 
Journal/Publication: ___________________________________________ 
Date of Submission: ___________________________________________ 
Signature: ___________________________________________ 
Email Address: ___________________________________________
Submit this signed agreement to in@africaopl.org
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